Penobscot Estuary Workshop: Participant Hypothesis and Output Form
Name: _______________________________________
Follow-Up Email: _____________________________
Species or Behavior of Interest: ___________________

Wish List: Test Your Own Question or Come Up with Your Own Output
Step 1: Your Biggest Concern About Mercury in the System
What concern do you have about mercury in the Penobscot River? This could relate to fish health, human exposure, remediation efforts, or environmental change.
Your Concern or Challenge:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 2: Your Question or Hypothesis
What question are you curious about, or what do you expect to happen in the model?
Examples: 
· “If salinity increases in the upper estuary, I expect spawning to shift downstream.”
· “How do physical boundaries like a salt wedge or flood limit impact fish behavior?”
Your Hypothesis / Question:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: What Outputs Could Help You Answer This?
What information from the model would help you answer your question?
☐ Migration paths
☐ Migration timing or duration
☐ Energy levels
☐ Exposure to contaminants
☐ Frequency or Location of Behavior
☐ Analysis over time
☐ Analysis over space
☐ Habitat use
☐ Unsure (need help brainstorming ideas)
☐ Other: ___________________________

Step 4: What Change or Condition Do You Want to Test?
Pick one or more model inputs or scenarios you’d like to try.
☐ Change in salinity
☐ Change in temperature
☐ More predators
☐ Habitat restoration
☐ Extreme conditions (i.e., storm conditions, climate change)
☐ Delayed migration
☐ Unsure (need help brainstorming ideas)
☐ Other: ___________________________

Step 5: What Do You Expect to See?
What do you think the model will show if your hypothesis is correct?
Examples: 
· “Fish will delay upstream migration or shift to lower salinity zones.”
· “Fish will need to rest more or expend more energy near these boundaries to overcome dynamic barriers like the salt wedge or flood limit”
Your Expected Outcome:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
